Republic of the Philippines
CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY OF THE PHILIPPINES

MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR NO, 0 p8-2026
TO :  ALL CONCERNED

SUBJECT : REITERATION OF THE STRICT PROHIBITION AGAINST LASER-
POINTING AND HAZARDOUS LIGHT EMISSIONS DIRECTED AT
AIRCRAFT AND WITHIN AIRPORT VICINITIES

DATE : 29 May 2026

In the interest of aviation safety, and pursuant to the mandate of the Civil Aviation
Authority of the Philippines under Republic Act No. 9497 to ensure and promote safety
in civil aviation, the public is hereby reminded that pointing lasers, high-intensity lights,
or similar beam-emitting devices at aircraft, or within areas proximate to airports and
flight paths, is strictly prohibited.

Laser pointing can distract, disrupt, disorient, or, in extreme cases, temporarily
incapacitate pilots and flight crew, especially during critical phases of flight such as take-
off, approach, and landing. Such act may seriously compromise the safe operation of an
aircraft and may lead to hazardous situations that endanger the lives of passengers, crew,
and persens on the ground.

Pursuant to Philippine Civil Aviation Regulations Part 8.5.1.29:

“No person shall intentionally project a laser beam or direct by a high intensity light atan
aircraft which can result in distraction, disruption, disorientation and, in extreme cases,
incapacitation, adversely affect the ability of the flight crew to carry out their
responsibilities, especially during take-off and landing.”

Further, under Section 81(b)(6) of Republic Act No. 9497, any person found liable for acts
that compromise aviation safety may be subject to appropriate penalties, including
imprisonment of not more than three (3) years, or a fine of not less than Fifty Thousand
Pesos (Php 50,000.00) but not exceeding Five Hundred Thousand Pesos (Php 500,000.00),
or both, as may be determined by the court.

Accordingly, all individuals, groups, establishments, and entities are strictly directed to
refrain from pointing, projecting, operating, or emitting any laser beam, high-intensity
light, or similar device toward any aircraft, airport, runway, approach and departure path,
or other area where such light may interfere with aircraft operations.

The public is likewise encouraged to immediately report to CAAP any suspicious
individual, group, or activity involving the use of lasers, high-intensity lights, or similar
devices directed at aircraft or within airport vicinities and flight paths. Reports may be

made through the nearest CAAP-operated airport, CAAP security personnel, airport
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authorities, or other appropriate law enforcement agencies for immediate verification
and action.

All CAAP-operated airports and concerned offices are directed to intensify menitering,
coordination, and reporting of any laser pointing or hazardous light emission incident
affecting aircraft operations.

Failure to comply with this Memorandum Circular shall subject the violator to appropriate
administrative, civil, and/or criminal action in accordance with Republic Act No. 9497, the
Philippine Civil Aviation Regulations, and other applicable laws, rules, and regulations.

This Memorandum Circular shall take effect immediately.

For strict compliance.

LTGEN L ROSARIO AFP (RET)
Director Genera
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